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Happy Halloween!

It 's the t ime of year for ghosts and ghouls, witches and werewolves.

Scary!

But owning a home? Not scary.

Well, okay. A lit t le scary. But there are great reasons why you should
consider it , anyway.

Let 's explore some, shall we?
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p.s. - please share Harmonious Home Adventures with friends and family
(everyone deserves to love where they live!). Just  hit  the "forward"
button on your email. They can sign up here:

Sign Up for Harmonious Home Adventures Here

       

Home Ownership - 3 Great Reasons to Buy
Some people will tell you that it ’s a bad idea – it ’s an uncertain
investment, you’ll be saddled with expensive repairs, your free t ime is
monopolized with maintenance and yard work, yada, yada, yada.
 
I  believe there are good reasons to buy a home. Very good.

Let 's take a look at a few:

When You Buy, You're Not Shredding Your MoneyWhen You Buy, You're Not Shredding Your Money

First , buying a home is, in fact, an investment.

How good an investment it  is depends upon a variety of things, many of
which are affected by geographical factors (i.e., what area of the
country you live in), some of which are intrinsic to the home, itself (i.e.,
year built , condit ion, and price), and not a few of which have to be
viewed in terms of your individual financial situat ion.
 
Sure, the real estate market has ups and downs, just  like any market.
Can anyone guarantee that you’re going to make money on the
purchase of real property? Of course not.
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Can anyone guarantee that you’re going to make money on any
investment? Again, of course not.
 
But spending money to own a home is t rading one asset for another
asset - and one that at least has the potent ial to appreciate at a rate
greater than the bank gives you on your savings account.

And any return is more than your landlord will give you.

When you buy a house, you are
adding a valuable asset to your
balance sheet.

When you pay rent, you’re increasing
the value of an asset on your
landlord’s balance sheet.
 
Paying rent is t rading an asset for,
well, an experience.

Unlike t rading money to see a great movie or attend a fabulous concert
or eat a scrumptious meal, shelling out rent happens month after month
– probably in ever-increasing amounts (when is the last  t ime your
landlord reduced your rent?) – for a largely stat ic experience.
 
So, yeah. It ’s possible to lose money on a house. But it ’s impossible to
add rent you pay to someone else back into your bank account. 

What About When the Dishwasher Breaks?What About When the Dishwasher Breaks?

Next, it ’s t rue that, when you own the house and the plumbing leaks,
the fix is on you.

There are some ways to guard against  those eventualit ies, however.
Home Owner’s Warranty policies for example. And while those premiums
add no more to the asset side of your spread sheet than rent payments
would, they’re significant ly lower. (We’ll cover some HOW considerat ions
more fully in a future edit ion of Harmonious Home Adventures, I  promise.)
 
That, and you have a lot more control over the t iming and quality of
the fix.

The home is yours, and your motivat ion to have the repair done quickly
and correct ly is far greater your landlord's. There is no telling what his
cash flow situat ion is and whether he's motivated to put off the repair
as long as possible. And you can bet that his goal is to have it  done as
cheaply as possible, no matter the sacrifice in quality.

Not only that, but there are bound to be
situat ions that you believe require landlord



action and the landlord disagrees.
Something you believe really interferes with
your quality of life may seem like a
"cosmetic" matter to your landlord.

And, while this may sound weird to some,
there are people who like to putter with
repairs and who enjoy working in the
garden.

Some DIYers get a jolt  of pride out of solving small domest ic problems –
yeah, I  installed that dimmer switch! – and many, many people find
st icking their hands in the dirt  and coaxing flowers from the soil to be
calming and therapeut ic.
 
I f that’s not you, then hire it  done. The expense is sporadic, variable,
and all told, probably many thousands less than you’d spend on rent.

The Prerogativ e of OwnershipThe Prerogativ e of Ownership

Then, there is what I’ll call “the prerogative of ownership.” It ’s just
different unlocking the door to someplace you own, rather than
someplace you’re borrowing for a fee.
 
This encompasses many things but perhaps the most important is the
ability to control whether you love where you live.
 
You know this is important to me. You also know that I  believe it  is
important for anyone – whether you rent or own. I  want everyone to
love where they live because I believe, if they did, it  would make the
world a better place.
 
When you rent, the degree of control you have over your environment
will vary with the terms of your lease. It ’s not unusual, however, to see
even such basic choices as interior paint color restricted by the rental
agreement.

Would your landlord let you re-paint the purple wall in that kitchen? Or
replace the pink carpet and the drapes in the living room?

No?



For me, that’s just  not acceptable.
 
When you own your home, you can transform it  in virtually any way that
pleases you within the bounds of physical possibility, financial feasibility,
and code compliance.
 
Paint, landscaping, even st ructure – all are within your control. And
most changes add value to your investment – something we’ll talk more
about in the next issue of Harmonious Home Adventures.

Bonus Reason - Flexibil ityBonus Reason - Flexibil ity

And if you own and you choose to do so, you’re free to move on at any
t ime you wish.
 
Yes, I  know. Sometimes Life Happens and moving isn’t  a choice but a
necessity.
 
When you rent, though, sometimes the Landlord Happens and moving
isn’t  a choice but a requirement.
 
Home ownership.
 
It ’s not always easy. But, all things considered, it ’s the surest  way to
 

Lov e Where You Liv e!Lov e Where You Liv e!



Sign Up for Harmonious Home
Adventures!

Visit Debra's website

ABOUT DEBRAABOUT DEBRA

Debra’s experience in home renovation, staging, styling, and redesign
sets her apart from the crowd in the Fort  Worth area real estate market.

Creat ivity to re-imagine exist ing spaces for broader appeal.
Vision to see opportunit ies where others see problems.

Insight to know what buyers are looking for.

Debra doesn't  just  listen - she empathizes.
She matches buyers to spaces.

Debra doesn’t  just  sell property - she maximizes potent ial.
She helps her clients find harmony in their lives.

You can - and should - love where you live!
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Share Harmonious Home Adventures!

     

Visit  Debra on Social Media
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Texas law requires all license holders to give the following information
about brokerage services to prospective clients:

Texas Real Estate Commission Information About Brokerage Services

Click on the above link for the full document

TREC Consumer Protection Notice - Click Here

Visit Debra's website
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